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NOTES FROM THE 

CITY OF SANTA FE / SANTA FE COUNTY 

REGIONAL PLANNING AUTHORITY 

PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS 

ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY INTO THE CITY OF SANTA FE  

Wednesday, May 2, 2007 

7:30 PM 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

The public meeting of the City of Santa Fe / Santa Fe County Regional Planning Authority 

(RPA) was called to order by Chair Rebecca Wurzburger at approximately 7:30 PM on the 

above-cited date in the Community Room of the Genoveva Chaves Community Center. 

 

County Commissioners present: 

Jack Sullivan  

Virginia Vigil 

City Councilors present:    

Mayor David Coss      

Rebecca Wurzburger, RPA Chair 

RPA Staff Present: 

Mary Helen Follingstad, Executive Director 

 

Others:  

Chief Eric Johnson, City of Santa Fe Police Department 

Frank Katz, City Attorney 

Chief Chris Rivera, City of Santa Fe Fire Department 

Robert Romero, Director, Public Works 

[Sign-in sheet is incorporated herewith to these minutes by reference.] 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Councilor Rebecca Wurzburger, Chair, welcomed the members of the public to the meeting.  She 

said that the Regional Planning Authority (RPA) is composed of four City Councilors and four 

County Commissioners and was established in May 2000 through a Joint Powers Agreement.  

The RPA is charged with developing an annexation plan for areas of the county into the city to 

provide consistency in the community.  The RPA independently developed in 2004 a future land 

use and growth management plan.   

 

She explained that the first part of this informational meeting will consist of a Power Point 

presentation of what the areas are and some of the issues surrounding the annexation that have 

been heard from other groups in the City and the County.  Following the presentation, there will 

be an opportunity to move around in small groups to ask staff members questions on different 

issues.  Staff will take contact information to answer questions for which they may not have 

information readily available this evening. 
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Santa Fe Commissioner Jack Sullivan welcomed everyone and said that he has been on the 

commission for over six years and that he represents the district being considered for annexation. 

 

Santa Fe Commissioner Virginia Vigil, Commission Chair, stated that she has served District 

Two for almost three years, which includes the Northwest Quadrant, north of Agua Fría and west 

of St. Francis Drive.  She said that the RPA is conducting public hearings to gain as much public 

input as possible.  She has advocated for this process and expressed her hope that the public will 

also gain insight on annexation. 

 

Chair Wurzburger emphasized that annexation of the areas under consideration is not a done deal 

and is an open process.  The RPA is trying to decide the best way to deal with issues being 

raised. 

 

PRESENTATION OF INFORMATION ON AREAS PROPOSED FOR ANNEXATION 

� RPA Staff Power Point Presentation 

[Copy of Power Point Presentation is incorporated herewith to these minutes by 

reference.] 

 

Using a Power Point presentation, Ms. Mary Helen Follingstad, RPA Executive Director, gave a 

history of the formation of the RPA and its goals.  She explained that the RPA is holding public 

meetings in various locations around the borders of the city to enable the people who may be 

affected by annexation to give input and share their thoughts.  Tonight the areas that are being 

discussed are in the Rodeo-Richards-Cerrillos and I-25 Corridors.  The presentation addressed 

questions regarding zoning, roads, solid waste, wells and septic tanks, city water and sewer 

hookups, new development, emergency services, insurance and taxes.   

 

Ms. Follingstad stated that, once the RPA has made its recommendation to the City and the 

County on an Annexation and Zoning Plan for the Urbanizing Area of the Santa Fe 

Extraterritorial Zone, it is assumed the City may proceed with a petition to annex through the 

Municipal Boundary Commission. 

 

� Small Groups Discussion 

 

City staff members were available around the room to speak with the public and addressed 

questions for over half an hour. 

 

QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE AND RESPONSES FROM THE MEMBERS OF 

THE RPA AND STAFF 

 

Chair Wurzburger stated that staff members would be available for more questions following the 

meeting.  She introduced Mayor Coss who had arrived during the small groups discussion.  She 

requested that audience members who wish to speak restrict their comments to one minute and 

one other person could speak for six minutes. 

 

*** 
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A resident stated that, in 1968, her mother Sarah Melton purchased a home on five acres on what 

is now Rodeo Lane, part of area 12.  She and her husband now live in the family home.  For 

years, her mother fought any development in annexation anywhere near Rodeo Road.  Before her 

death, she realized the potential that annexation would give the area, but only if the SWAP was 

put in place and the process for zoning was respected.  Tonight’s presentation does not appear to 

be what is in the SWAP.  She asked that, if annexation is inevitable, the RPA make sure that the 

master plan is used and the zoning process is respected. 

 

*** 

 

Another resident stated the way of rural life he moved to the county for will go with annexation.  

He pointed to the domestic water well information from the City of Santa Fe Sangre de Cristo 

water commission in which it states all the domestic wells within the municipal boundaries of the 

city are subject to city water conservation requirements and regulations.  He stated that the city 

will not fix or pay for private roads.  He asked the residents to work together to see this through. 

 

*** 

 

Glenn Ellington stated that his zoning questions have yet to be answered.  He is politically, 

philosophically and economically opposed to this annexation.  Politically, because city 

government and planning decisions are dominated by the eastern neighborhoods.  He said he has 

a problem becoming part of that process and he will not have better representation from the city 

than currently from the county.  Economically, he did not think anyone in this room believes this 

is going to be cheaper than what they currently pay in taxes and for other things. 

 

*** 

 

Dolores Gallegos said she and her husband live in the rural area of the county and purchased 

property there for the specific reason of not being governed by a city.  Living in the county, they 

do not get to vote on city issues or city government.  She is opposed to the annexation for 

economic reasons and stated that property taxes and water bills will be higher.  The wells will 

eventually be governed by the city.  Regardless of promises, changes will happen.  Should 

annexation occur, she wants something in writing that promises no changes.  A large problem of 

city and county planning is the allowance of too many developments because of water and road 

issues.  As a native she feels she is being pushed out of her town and she will do whatever it 

takes for this annexation not to happen. 

 

*** 

 

Carlos said he moved out of the city because of taxes and the services and gets good service from 

the county who responds within 15 minutes when he calls, which never happened when he lived 

in the city.  In the last several years, many of his friends who are natives have moved out of Santa 

Fe because they cannot afford to live here anymore.  He said if the city takes over, he and his 

neighbors on fixed incomes will also have to leave because they cannot afford Santa Fe. 

 

*** 
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Tommy Cantu, resident of Town & Country Subdivision, said he has lived there since 1987 and 

was born and raised in Santa Fe.  He said that property owners have requested a copy of all city 

ordinances so they will know what they would be getting into before being annexed.  He asked 

the members of the Regional Planning Authority why they are interested in annexing the Town & 

Country Subdivision.  At present, the residents enjoy autonomy and freedom from restrictive and 

cumbersome city ordinances.  He asked why they should give this up and what is in it for them.  

He said there are too many ordinances.  He referred to water restrictions and noted that he has 

witnessed city sprinklers going full blast to the point that water gushes into the street and into the 

gutters, including when it is raining.  If annexation occurs, he said the residents will be forced to 

surrender their water wells and possibly they will be forced to meter them or even cap them.  He 

stated they will be forced to buy city water and pay for sewer and garbage collection.  He asked 

who will pay for water and sewer lines and city utilities connection fees and associated costs, and 

if the city decides to install sidewalks, curbs and gutters.  He also asked about building code 

restrictions in addition to the ones the county already has and restrictions on animals.  He said the 

residents of Town & Country Subdivision love Santa Fe, but they cherish their freedom and 

autonomy and wish to remain in the county and will resist annexation. 

 

*** 

 

Chair Wurzburger requested that Mr. Cantu submit his written comments to the RPA to include 

as a part of the record.  She thanked everyone for attending. 

 

Chair Wurzburger then stated that, once the RPA has made a decision, the residents will receive 

notice of the next steps. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Public Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:30 PM. 

 

  Submitted by: 

 

  ____________________________________ 

  Chair, Regional Planning Authority/Transportation Policy Board 

  Rebecca Wurzburger, Councilor, City of Santa Fe 

Notes transcribed and drafted by:  Kay Carlson 


